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Re: “Herman Wouk, legendary writer of Jewish sagas and history, dies at age 103,” obituary, May 24, p. 17:

My late mother, Shirley Friedberg Neustein, was a childhood friend of Herman Wouk, who attended the boys
division of a Zionist camp (Keeyuma/Carmelia) in the 1920s and 1930s, which was picturesquely situated on
Lake Champlain in Milton, Vt. They kept up until my mother died in 2001.

I gathered bits and pieces of Herman’s personal side — his banter, humor and zest for living in spite of personal
tragedy — from the anecdotes my mother shared with me. Beginning with the camp days, where the boys and
girls who were separated during the week would come together for Friday night Shabbat prayer service, my
mother was very much intrigued with Herman, a couple of years her senior. She vividly described how during
short breaks in the prayer service he would suddenly lift his head from the Siddur, canvassing the room with
penetrating eyes. She would often tell me she could see “the wheels of his mind” turning as he scrupulously
examined every fellow camper in the prayer hall. They all wore white shorts for the Sabbath, as was required by
the camp director. Yet behind the banality of clothing, Herman saw the richness of color in each fellow camper.

Many will say Herman, an extraordinarily gifted Pulitzer Prize winning novelist, was “ larger than life.” My late
mother would say, if she were here today, Herman was someone who clearly showed signs of “greatness” as a
young lad even before he ever took pen to hand to write his first novel!
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