
C
publicly in connection with 

-

That was the message be-

-

-

issue. Attorney Michael Lesh-

er, sociologist Dr. Amy Neus-

-

On November 2, as part 

-

Community, the four spoke 

-

ence to social workers, men-

tal health professionals, law-

Bringing Change

outset: “To bring changes in 

the ways that the legal sys-

While all the speakers on 

-

view after the teleconference, 

-

issue, but, rather, one that crops 

up in every community.

Rabbi Steven Pruzansky, 

-

-

-

-

nity against “terming every 

public concern of necessity a 

-

we are not. The number of 

we have to be careful not to 

whom will never even re-

motely encounter such per-

innocence, or respect for 

More Than an Individual

All the speakers on the 

teleconference panel empha-

-

-

ish Institute Supporting an 

continued on page 14
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“Within certain parts of 

our community, there can 

be a conspiracy of the com-

to speak up, not to report to 

Community Pressure

Dr. Neustein, an author 

-

feel that they, not their abus-

abuse victim who wrote to 

a rabbi: “I have nothing to 

no response that will help. He 

offers no comfort, only stress 

town by community pressure. 

abuse as a community problem, 

Unexposed

-

-

“My parents were com-

type of thing—this type of 

corruption in the community 

It took time before even 

community was not always 

Obstructing Justice

-

-

-

ish communities sometimes 

aggressive campaign of sup-

-

-

an international organization 

health care professionals, 

The Jewish Press, that if a 

police, “a massive cover up 

-

-

torney who currently represents 

that every time you walk into 

-

going to be met with com-

always so. Prosecutors are . . 

.susceptible to political pres-

No Intimidation

York law requiring every Dis-

trict Attorney to maintain pro-

-

-

-

that lots of us want to see 

Mr. Weiss—who is still 

that he is trying to improve 

the environment for victims 

by increasingly taking on an 

“I have always been very 

open about this with my wife 

to report promptly any wrong 

More Openness

more openness on the topic is 

like to think about our commu-

nity, we have all sorts of prob-

-

As it is, “too many rab-

bis, unfortunately, are not 

-

-

knows of several cases in 

-

report to authorities. That, he 

While the laws concern-

-

state to state, most statutes 

-

-

ment personnel, teachers, 

-

the responsibility for sifting 

case to take to court, really 

belongs to law enforcement 

-

Credibility

Child Abuse  

continued on page 16
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-

-

lem of how to balance the rights of the 

-

“We have to be very careful to en-

pikuach

nefesh—the saving of a life—operates 

have been or are at risk of being victim-

away also. This knotty problem is one 

that society generally wrestles with, 

of the McMartin case in Los Angeles in 

actual injury that can result to one falsely 

-

ty may be similar.

“Compelling and Complicated”

-

-

spicable crime, in which—in the public 

-

covers from such an accusation, even if 

-

prosecution of bowing to political pres-

-

-

charges against rabbis that might be in er-

Seeking Support

All the participants in the telecon-

victims.

-

-

Organization of Record

organization sees itself as the group to 

Child Abuse   
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rectify the situation. Rabbi Dratch envi-

-

-

-

-

cation. The fees will be a function of the 

First Line of Defense

-

-

inform the school—if that is where the 

-

-

-

Signs of abuse or reports of similar 

“Pikuach nefesh

-

moves on to another teaching position in 

teleconference to seek more victim-

“Hidden Agenda”

A rabbi in Passaic County who also 

-

-

worthy of praise for relating his tragic 

others. As an attorney for such victims, 

-

-

-

-

is one too many, but if there is very little 

abuse—then perhaps his whole organiza-

-

-

-

-

which they live.
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