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Despair washed over me after reading your investigative report.

As an elementary school yeshiva student back in the 1960s, I recall being ridiculed by the teacher, and then by her minions of students,
because I asked a question in English class.

The teacher had introduced the topic of geography, and she mentioned that Mount Everest was the tallest mountain in the world. Trying
to get a sense of how tall the mountain was, I raised my hand and asked, “How many feet high is Mount Everest?”

Condescendingly she retorted, “Amy, why don’t you go take a ruler and measure it?” The class broke into peals of laughter, and the
students continued to pillory me thereafter.

The irony is that I had been taught to be inquisitive about my Hebrew subjects, and if I had asked a question about a Talmudic concept, I
would not have been reproved at all. Disdain for secular curriculums should not be tolerated any longer, because Orthodox community
members like me deserve better.

Amy Neustein 
Fort Lee, N.J. 
The writer is the editor of the book “Tempest in the Temple: Jewish Communities and Child-Sex Scandals.”

To the Editor:

The report about public funds for Hasidic schools and “failed” educational standards provides no consideration of the goals of
community- and value-based religious education. The Hasidic world has proved that case by fostering multigenerational, self-contained
communities that care for each other, protect each other, and, in reality, save public funds by providing support for their own schools.

Community members also find jobs for the graduates of their schools who marry, work and maintain families in the larger community
networks around the state. I decry the insinuation that the funding for them is fraudulent.

A couple of days after the article appeared, a state board passed rules for religious schools to show they teach core subjects in English,
which could curtail funding for schools that don’t comply. Is targeting a successful, but frequently disliked and attacked group of Jews
necessary?

Robert S. April 
New York

To the Editor:

Why is it so difficult for all New York politicians to pledge that, instead of the morally repugnant “hands off” policy mentioned in your
article about Hasidic schools, they will warn the leaders of that community that they will cut their funding and prosecute them if they
continue to violate children’s fundamental rights to an appropriate education?

At long last, the indecent enabling of the abuse taking place in these schools must end. If not now, when?

Gary S. Rappaport 
Ardsley, N.Y. 
The writer is a lawyer.

To the Editor:

Your report on Hasidic schools is startling and distressing. The fact that a substantial amount of public funds is going to religious private
schools is certainly unethical, and in this case, a clear violation of the separation of church and state.

Moreover, while any organization has a clear right to believe what it chooses, it may not act in ways that abuse anyone, even its
members. These schools physically and mentally abuse the students by permitting corporal punishment and by failing to teach basic
subjects, like math and English.

And yet our governments — both state and local — have failed to act to remedy the situation. This, apparently, because the Hasidic
community is a strong, solid voting bloc. It proves once again that “ethical politicians” is an oxymoron.

Michael Spielman 
Bronx

To the Editor:

The article places much of the blame for the Hasidic leaders’ ability to circumvent New York State education rules on the bloc voting
pattern of their followers. That implies that it would be preferable to disenfranchise Hasidim using gerrymandering and other techniques
that separate people of color in many red and purple states.
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