SHERRY NEUSTE)y

SHERRY Neusteln is an 8-y

to
in dw of becoming the city's next
Llaa Steinberg.
flr’, al the cepter of a long cuatody b‘l
lnvolvln‘ Allagations of narlect and sexual al
t s County H spital emergency room
lun Thundny lnd found to be suffering from a series
of allments Which, with further deterloration, would
e clalmed her life,
T T e Thl& medical Ie.umnny sub-
mitted yesterday in a hearing.
Another before the Appellate Division
& of the Supreme Court, was
l.lsa glven by Dr. Winston Price, a
board-certified pediatriclan.
Steil He sald that when Sherry
falllbo’g brought to the hospital,
¥ seven different doctors dlaj
horror? _nosed her as suffering from
e _ malnutrition, emaclation, se-
vere anorexia nervosa "and

cu
id: “On physical
oxamination, I found Sherry (o be serlously malnour-
ished. The child was among the very worst cases of
' pediatric emaclation I have ever seen. She weighed
only 44 pounds fully clothed — about 16 pounds under
l’\nl‘\nll wel
pedinlrlcltn sald that, I the child had lost an
additional 10 pounds, her life would have been placed
in “serious jeopard,

Sherry Neustein's fate, irst reported here March 13, .
is becoming a test case of the scandalously inept co
duct of cusiody and sex-abuse Issues In farmily and
other courts. Her mother, Dr. Amy Neusteln, and her
father, Dr. Ozzie Orbach, a medical doctor, were di-
Varced In 1982, The mather was granted sole custody.

Four years mer, the father was accused of sexually

abusing Sherry, then the mother was accused of
brainwashing® ihe child. The courts set more than 50
dates hearing the allegations against Dr. Neustein,
but the sex-abuse allegation against Orbach was dis-

Et
é missed without even investigation.

Jeromiah McKenna, counsel for the New York State

. Senate Crime and Correction Committee, examined
the case and found it outrageous. “It taxes one's re-
straint fo comment calmly on this case, " he said. No
matter, little Sherry Neustein
as taken from her mother
anq placed in foster care for

s ' m’ lmmm

t Navember, her father

§ flll Bas i i S e sreen ahe

was in the bloom of health.
’Ime fo Today, according to court
_ testimony, she looks like a'
save I’er “starying Blafran child,” . -,
3 The day after Sherry was
taken to Kings County, her fa-
Ssssssssssmmmms  ther ordered her removed (o
-~ Brookdale Hospital Medical
Center, where she remains. Orbach told Price that he
' had taken the child to his family's-pediatrician a
. month before, and Sherry was referred to a psychia- |
{rist for treatment of anorexia nervosa.
Do Neustein's attorney, Julla Heit, went to the Ap-
* pellate Division yesterday seeking a show-cause order
demanding, among other things, that Brookdale be re-
{ strained from releasing Sherry Lo her father without
| the consent of the pedatric department’s director.
'Sherry's life is in grave danger. She had
to starve herself to draw attention to her plight. This
| gesture, which almost cost her her life, was #o doubt a
! scredm for help to a system that has badly falled her.
. Next time, it may be fatal.’
.' ‘The court granted a temporary | restraining
et Brockdale cunne, S L ppiication
mination is madex e entire ap R
de!:e; not ?orom’e to determine the rights or wrongs ln
this custody struggle, but it is npparent to everyone —
.and conceded by everyone — that Sherry Neustein
now has a serious health prdblem What is stupefying
“is'that the system of courts, government departments
" and agencies seems to lack the energy or interest to
. get ta the bottom' of this case and resoive it in the
ch\ld‘a best interest:
For now, her well-being ghould be the court's par::
mount goncern. | “If anything happens 1o her (whe: a
imitted to Kings Coumy last week, she threatene l:ole
icide) there will be na alibis for anyone. The W
Vi s
‘rc‘gol‘d 4 h?.lfg:mm, Neusuln has_ no;
ihe. cracks, 'l‘hn lyale -presided «

m._has
i ‘h\ﬂg hil‘h every MOVE; It thus, will 1d accoumgble.




