-legislation for a task force to investigate
the case of _ Sherry Neustein-Orbach, the.
12-year-old girl at the center of a bitter sex-
ual-molestation dispute whose survival is be-
lieved to be in serious jeopardy. | :
-It's about t.ime.lfeveracasecrlumxtforaﬂwrmgh,m
partial investigation, this is it. This little girl's fate has been

_~ * buried beneath so many  layers
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the charges and the courts have. upheld his position. How-

ever, since he has had care of Sherry, her physical and men-
tal health have deteriorated so alarmingly that one examin-

ing physician, Dr. Jeffrey Bimbaum, described her as the
"most emaciated child” he had ever seen Suffering from se-
vere anorexia and depression, Sherry last summer lost 11
pounds, plunging her weight to 69 pounds. At her age, she
should weigh about 106 pounds. '

The most astonishing aspect of this case is that Dr. Neus-
tein, fearful for her daughter’s life, rushed Sherry to the hos-
pital for emergency medical care in defiance of a court
order three years ago. Judge Leon Deutsch. incredibly, pun-

; ished Dr. Neustein for her act of mercy by stripping her of
|  all visitation rights. Dr. Neustein has not seen Sherry since.
: It is decisions such as these that prompted Children's
Rights of America Inc. to describe the child's plight as the
“biggest travesty of justice” it has ever encountered.

So Sen. Paterson is moving to bust it wide open after
years of shady dealing, suspect court decisions and re-
peated acts of malfeasance. Sen. Paterson wants the task
force to have wide subpoena powers to grill scores of peo-
ple who have made decisions on Sherry Neustein's fate —

- hospital, Legal Aid, school, so-
cial workers, foster agencies,
lawyers, district attorneys.

‘Travesly ™= s 2 tiehtening case:

= y Sen. Paterson sa.idli yesterday.

- “The bias and vitriolic contempt
0’[”5”08 for the welfare of this child re-
flects a brazen conduct toward
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Every level of government has

H’ I 'I had an opportunity to do some-

gl s Ie thing in this case, and they have

done nothing. The child’s devel-

opment underwent a dramanc

cha.ngeatsyean..v{hichmvery
rare. Something has happened to this little girl"”

Sen. Patemngthen made a chilling observation. He said:
“The cover-up of this tragedy is such that those who have
ukcnbaninitmayhaveqnmmaedngthechiﬂqlf,.
Asbngusheuauve.tbeprospectoldbcoveryremelmm:,

The hour is late for Sherry Neustein Sen. Paterson’s task -

-

force cannot begin its work a minute toosoon., - - -« 5% "
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